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FOREWORD 


The Creation Social Science and Humanities Quarterly is beginning ifs 
42th volume with two special issues. Taken together, the Fall and Winter 
printings will constitute a thirteen lesson study course suitable for group or 
individual use. Mrs. Ellen Myers has surveyed the work of the Quarterly over 
its first 14 volumes in order to bring the material together in a 
comprehensive statement on biblical creation and society. These volumes 
are the first step in a new phase of CSSHS's ministry in which we hope to 
bring topics investigated in the Quarterly into a simpler form suitable for the 
Christian layman having no special training or background in the social 
sciences and humanities. Text marked off with “(‘)” may be omitted if 
lessons are used as readings for a class or study group. 

In order to make the material available for widest possible use by 
churches, Christian schools and study groups, permission is granted to 
teproduce this material for free or copy-cost distribution. When doing so 
proper citation of CSSHQ as well as the CSSHS address should be provided 
with each copy. Voluntary contributions to help with ministry costs would 
be appreciated. 


Paul D. Ackerman 


Study Course Mail and Phone Orders 


Copies of the 13 lesson study course, “Biblical Creation And Society,” (Fall 
and Winter 1989 issues of CSSHQ) may be ordered at $6.00 per set. Send 
order with payment or billing request to CSSHS, 1429 N. Holyoke, Wichita, 
Kansas 67208. Phone orders may be placed to (316) 683-3610. 
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LESSON 8 
Man’s Creativity: 
Literature, Music, Fine Aris 


Key Scriptures: : : 
Genesis 1:10: “In the beginning God created... 
Gen.1:27: “So God created man in his own image. in the image of 
God created He him; male and female created He them. 


€ol.1:17: “And he [Christ] is before all things, and in Him all things 
hold together.” 

John 10;10: “| have come that they might have life, and that they 
might have if more abundantly. fe 


John 15:11: “These things | have spoken fo you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full.” 


Phil.2:12-43: *..work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
For it is God Who works in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure.” 

A. Human Creativity Part of God's Image in Man 

As we said in Lesson 7, God is the only true Creator, while man’s creativity 
is part of God's image and likeness given to man at creation (Gen.1:26-28). 
The very first fact we learn about God in His revealed word, the Bible, is that 
He created. Therefore man also “creates.” However, God is Creator out of 
nothing ("ex nihilo’), while man can only “create” out of pre-existing things. 
‘Further, man is wholly dependent upon God in human creativity because 
his creative ability, his very existence, and the pre-existing “raw materials” 
he uses all come to him from God. 

This is not only true for science and technology, but also for literature, 
music and the arts. (*‘)We noted in Lesson 7 that(") literature depends upon 
man’s use of language, which he received at creation from God, Himself 
the Word, also as part of his likeness to God. In painting man depends 
upon the God-given primary colors and their combinations. In music man 
depends upon the fixed relationship of sound intervals created by God in 
the beginning (Job 38:4-7). (‘)The beautiful Christian writer George 
MacDenald (1824-1905), whose work, alive in Christ, helped convert C. S. 
Lewis (famous twentieth-century defender of the faith as a modern “apostle 
to the skeptics’), said of man’s creativity and its root and ground in our Lord: 

We make, but thou art the creating core. 
Whatever thing | dream, invent, or feel, 
Thou art the heart of it, the atmosphere .. . (") 


Christians, as in all their work, exercise their literary or artistic creativity by . 


“thinking God's thoughts after Him.” Unbelievers, though rejecting God 
more or less consciously, and attempting to live and act “on their own.” 
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independent of God (impossible though this is), still brokenly reflect God's 
image in which they were created. Therefore they can produce literature, 
music and art which also, like themselves, is a mixture of value and 
non-value, edifying here and there, and destructive more or less subily. 
B. How a Work of Art Arises 

In the beginning of a new work of literature, music or art there is usually 
an idea, vision or image of the whole. It combines with a fervent desire to 
persevere in hard work until that idea, vision or image is expressed, 
embodied, “incarnate” as it were, as faithfully and perfectly as possible. 
Dorothy L. Sayers, a Christian and a masterful writer of detective stories as 
well as Christian theological works, (")has rightly stated that 

The true work of art..is not manufactured to specification, as an 

engineer works fo a plan...though it may involve compliance with 

accepted tules..and may also contain..."effects’ which can be 

mechanically accounted for. (Christian Letters to a Post-Christian 

World (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, MI 1969], p.77.) 
She then rightly(*) compares the creating activity of the artist to the way in 
which God Himself creates. God creates by Christ His Son Who “is the 
brightness of His glory and express image of His person” (Hebrews 1:3). 
‘Indeed all God’s creation whctsoever began by His own “express image,” 
the eternal only begotten Son of the Father (John 3:16), Christ the Word 
(John 1:1-3). The idea, vision or image of a Christian’s truly creative work 
(omitting mere “manufacture to specification’) is the “firstborn” of his 
creation. By this image his creations, like God's creation in Christ, “hold 
together’ (Col.1:15-17). We must remember that while God Himself of 
course knows every detail of His entire creation “from the beginning of the 
world” (Acts 15:18), men’s creations must proceed step by step in time 
(Proverbs 4:12, 20:24; 2 Cor. 3:5). (")Since the completed work must have 
internal cohesion or integrity (‘hold together’) to be satisfactory, additional 
ideas, visions, images or sound patterns arising while. a work of art is in 
progress cannot be essentially incompatible with the initial one. They rather 
relate to the initial vision, and to the completed work of art, as the tiny 
seedling and the young sapling relate to both the acorn and to the 
full-grown oak. 

Dorothy Sayers points out that this idea of Art as creation is... 

the one important contribution that Christianity has made to 

aesthetics [the philosophy of the arts]....the Greeks had not this word 

in their aesthetic at all. They looked on a work of art as..a 

manufacture. Neither, for that matter, was the word in their 

theology—they did not look on history as the continual act of God 

fulfilling itself in creation. (Ibid.)(*) 
For the Christian endowed by God with literary, musical or artistic talent, to 
exercise this talent is not wrong. On the contrary, it is part of our God-given 
created identity and fo be done to His glory. (‘As Christian professor of art 
history H. R. Rookmaaker said, 

Art has done its task when it provides the neighbor with things of 

beauly, a joy forever. Art has direct ties with life, living, joy. the depth 

of our being human, just by being art...That is so because God, who 

created the possibility of art and who laid beauty in his creation, is the 


Life-giver. (H. R. Rookmaaker, The Creative Gift [Westchester, IL: 


Cornerstone Books, 1981], p. 120)(’) 


t 
C. Some Warnings to the Christian Artis 
Because reasons exist why the Christian must be wary about the arts and 


humanities, and especially about his own part In them, some earnest 
believers and also churches have tried to withdraw from, or suppress, 
Christian artistic creativity altogether. Since man Is created in God his 
Creator's image and likeness, he is endowed with creativity. Furthermore, 
he must exercise his creative talents if he would serve and glorify God 
(Mi.25:14-30; Luke 19:12-27). Neither is it wrong to want fo enjoy the artistic 
works of others, and through them the beauty of God Himself, their 
“creating core” Who Himself shines forth from Zion, the perfection of 
beauty” (Ps.50:2). (Some well-meaning parents have contributed to their 
children’s rejection of Christianity as a religion of legalism and gloom by 
their own rejection of literature and art. This is very sad, because(’) 
Christianity lays the foundation for man’s creativity and joy in beauty in 
biblical creation, and in man’s restoration to Christlikeness, and it is the only 
faith which gives man life and joy abundantly, forever by making him a 
“new creation” (John 10:10; 15:11, 17:13; 2 Cor.5:17). 

However, there are dangers in exercising one’s artistic creativity. One 
danger Is idolatry, the worship of the work of one’s own hands. Another is 
jealousy of other, perhaps more talented or more successful artists. A third 
is the prostitution of one’s artistic talents in the service of evil causes. Yet 
another is the falsification of artistic visions received from God. This danger 
Is unavoidable in our sin-perverted world, as ‘any godly writer or artist will 
instantly admit. Because literature and art can be so influential in society, 
Christian writers and artists must take very seriously the Scriptural admonition 
to “work out our salvation with fear and trembling” as God is “working out 
His good pleasure in us” (Phil.2:12-13). Christian writers and artists also 
should bear in mind that their work is in many respects of an instructive or 
teaching nature. The writer or artist as teacher “will be judged more strictly” 
by God (James 3:1). Lastly, Christian literature and art should “bless our 
Lord's holy name with all that is within” the artist (Ps. 103:4). Our creativity 
must glorify our Creator (Rev.4:11). To glorify our wonderful Lord we must 
forsake mere “Christian utility’ aimed at mere entertainment. How sad that 
Franky Schaeffer, son of the late Dr.Francis Schaeffer and a talented painter 
and film maker, could rightly accuse today’s Christians of “addiction to 
mediocrity’ and shoddiness in craftsmanship in the arts. This cannot glorify 
our Creator (Rev. 4:41). 

D. Literature, Music, Fine Arts in “Post-Christian Age” 

While Christian artistic creativity will consciously “think God's thoughts 
after Him," unbelievers will not. ("In some instances they open themselves 
Up fo Visions inspired by Satan. Such a one was the great Russian artist 
ence Vrubel (1856-1910) who was literally hounded into an insane asylum 

y his intense visions of “the Demon” whom he painted over and over 
saan: is ae hued away from Christian art in his youth. Other artistic 
ean cisnes re Ete of post-Christian man’s disintegration and 
Sinctiel valoniot ye a " icasso (1881-1973), the founder of cubism. Truly 

, Ihe people perish (Prov.29:18).(*) 
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All the “humanities” (literature, music and the fine arts as particularly 
human activities) show modern mankind's radical departure from biblical 
Christianity. Western literature, music and art is generally anarchistic 
(‘without rule’); communist-totalitarian literature, music and art is generally 
propagandistic (‘made to indoctrinate people’). Both strive to impose 
man’s wishful thinking or godless vision of society upon society in conscious 
rebellion against God. “Post-Christian” man in his artistic endeavor wants 
to be an original creator out of nothing, that is, to be as God (Gen.3:5). This 
is of course impossible because man cannot help depending on God for 
his raw materials (language, musical scale, primary colors, form) and for his 
very life upon God. 

(‘The West turned to artistic anarchism in the latter part of the nineteenth 
century and even more so after World War |. Painting gave us abstract art, 
cubism, dadaism, surrealism and pop art. Music properly speaking gave 
way to Arnold Schoenberg's extreme atonality introduced before World 
War | and still with us. Today drum beat and literally deafening noise have 
extensively replaced musical harmony and melody. This loss of harmonious, 
melodious music is closely related to the decline of biblical Christianity‘s 
influence in society. George MacDonald (1824-1905) still knew that in 
Heaven (reflected in hearts indwelt by Christ) “all that is not music is 
silence.” C. S. Lewis's master devil Screwtape elaborates, “The melodies and 
silences of Heaven will be shouted down in the end.” (The Screwfape 
Letters [New York: Macmillan, Thirteenth Printing 1970], p.103.)(") Western 
society Is surfeited with “noise” today. Modern music is not meant to lift up 
our hearts and minds to joy that is clean and refreshing but on the contrary 
to extinguish in us what older writers and saints knew as the heart's “sweet 
desire” towards God. i 

Western literature including theater, films and videos has largely lost 
purpose, plot and any ethical meaning. No longer do heroes triumph over 
villains but rather all characters are villains more or less. The sense of 
wonder, always present in art and writing at least influenced by Christianity 
and reflecting the God of Scripture Who does mighty wonders has been 
perverted by addiction to the occult or technological futuristic fantasy. 
Romance has given way to sex. Literary and artistic techniques include 
randomness, poor and crude writing, mere linguistic noise (curses, foul 
language) and perversion. The ugly is portrayed as beautiful, the boring as 
thrilling, the Innocent and honest as stupid, the heroic as silly, and so on. 
Pornography is virtually everywhere to the point that Christian people, 
especially parents with young children, must shun all popular entertain- 
ment. Finally, propaganda for New Age causes coinciding with the goals 
of communism (feminism, population control, one-worldism) and eliminat- 
ing man‘s dominion (ecology falsely understood as man’s equality with 
“nature,” reincarnation) has invaded children’s books and TV programs. 

Totalitarian literature and art is strictly propagandistic. At first sight it seems 
more “traditional” but it makes a mockery of man’s creativity as it is all 
dictated by the Party in control (Communist or Nazi, for example) for its own 
ends. As in architecture, ballet, operatic music and painting, so in literature 
pre-1917 writers tower far above the trite and dead “Soviet Realism.” 
Russia's two greatest twentieth-century writers are Boris Pasternak (Doctor 
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id wonderful Christian poetry), and Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
etc). Pasternak was killed by forced 


lied to the West. Both are Christian 
f true reality lived by man 
igh oppressed by a godless 


Zhivago an 
(Cancer Ward, The First Circle, 

starvation, Solzhenitsyn was expe! lo 
believers whose faith gave them the vision o 
created in God's image, though fallen and thou: 


ranny. : a9 
x a have we fallen so deeply from the zenith of Western Christian ant? 


itis because our modern society denies that man has been created in the 
image and likeness of the God of the Bible, and instead sees hin as but 
another “evolved” animal. Thus his goal is not restoration In God's image 
and likeness and preparation for etemity with God and Christ. His 
“recreational needs” which have become his only artistic rationale reject 
the artistic portrayal of purity, beauty, innocence, heroism, martyrdom, 
honestly, faithfulness, abiding love, worship and glory. Man reduced to 
animalism only “needs” what animals need: eating, drinking and merry- 
making before death (I Cor.15:32). Thus man the creator dies when he kills 
God the Creator in his heart and mind. 

To sum up, man’s literary, musical and artistic creativity depends on God 
Who made him in His own image and likeness as Creator. A work of art 
begins with a vision which “holds it together’ even as Christ, God's own 
express image and Word, holds together His creation. The Christian can 
and must exercise his God-given artistic talents in the arts, and he may 
enjoy artistic beauty reflecting God's own perfection of beauty. Dangers 
include idolatry of one’s own art work; Jealousy towards fellow artists; using 
one’s talents in the service of evil; falsification of the vision from God; care 
lest teaching through one’s art be contrary to God's Word and will; and 
rejecting mediocrity and shoddiness in artistic work. The art of unbelievers 
today is anarchistic in the West and propagandistic in totalitarian society. 
“Post-Christian” art has sunk so low because mankind today no longer sees 
man as created in God's own image but rather as an “evolved animal” 
with only animal “needs.” 


Review Questions: 

1. How does man depend on God in artistic creativity? 

2. What Is the beginning and “Molds together’ a Christian work of art? 
3. How is men’s creativity comparable to God's? 

4. Name several dangers or pitfalls for the Christian artist. 


5. Name some characteristics of “post-Christian” Western and totalitarian 
literature, music and art. 


For Further Reading: 


H. R. Rookmaaker, The Creative Gift: Essays on Art and the Christian Life. 
Westchester, IL: Cornerstone Books, 1981. 


Dorothy L. Sayers, The Mind of the Moker. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press 
Publishers, [1941], 1968. 


Franky Schaeffer, Addicted to Mediocrity: 20th Century Christians and the 
Arts, Westchester, IL: Crossway Books, Fifth Printing 1982. 


Francis A. Schaeffer, How Should We Then live? The Rise and Decline of 





Francis A. Schaeffer, How Should We Then live? The Rise and Decline of 
Western Thought and Culture. Westchester, IL: Crossway Books, 1976, 1981. 


Student Summary For Lesson 8 
Biblical Creation And Society 


Lesson 8 - Man's Creativity: Literature, Music, Fine Arts 


Key Scriptures: 
Gen.1:1a; Gen.1:27; Col. 1:17; John 10:10; John 15:11; Phil, 2:12-13 
A. Human Creativity Part of God's Image in Man 
1. God's own image given to man at creation (Gen.1:26-28) 
a. God creates out of nothing - man out of pre-existing things 
2. Man wholly depends upon God in his artistic creativity 
a. literature depends upon language given to man by God at creation 
b. painting depends upon God-created primary colors 
c, music depends on God-created sound intervals (Job 38:4-7) 
3. Christians think God’s thoughts after Him in artistic creativity 
4. unbelievers attempt to “create” independent of God 
a, still brokenly reflect God's image, so artistic work possible 
b. their work mixture of value and harmfulness 
B. How A Work of Art Arises 
. begins with an idea, vision or image of the whole 
2. man’s artistic creativity resembles God's own way of creating 
a. God creates by Christ, His own “express image” (Heb.1:3; John 3:16; 
John 1:4-3) 
b. image holds work together - Col.1:15-17 
c. God knows all His work from the first (Acts 15:18), man proceeds step 
by step in time (Prov.4:12;20:24; 2 Cor.3:5) 
d. art as creation is a Christian idea 
e. art to give joy and to be done to God's glory 
. Some Warnings to the Christian Artist 
. suppression of artistic creativity not the answer 
. art as stewardship - Mt.25:14-30; Lk.19:12-27; Ps.50:2 
. Christian faith not gloomy but gives life and joy (Jn.10:10;15:11,17:13) 
. dangers - idolatry; jealousy; serve evil; teach falsehood - Phil.2:12-13; 
Jas,3;1 
5. glorify the Creator wholly - Ps.103:1; Rev.4:11 - mediocrity & shoddiness 
wrong 
D. Literature, Music, Fine Arts in“Post-Christian Age” 
4. unbelievers do not “think God's thoughts after Him” - demonic visions 
(Vrubel) visions of disintegration and meaninglessness of man (Picasso) 
2. Western literature and art anarchistic; totalitarian art propagandistic 
3. abstract art and anti-musical “noise” 
4. literature lost purpose, plot, meaning, sense of wonder; is perverse 
a. Pasternak, Solzhenitsyn Christians 
5. Today's arlistic crisis due to rejection of biblical creation of man; man 
reduced to animalism, his "needs" made only sensual (| Cor.15:32) 
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LESSON 9 
Abortion; Euthanasia; Population 
Control 


Key Scriptures: 
Genesis 1:28: “And God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.” 


Exodus 4:11: “And the LORD said to him [Moses], Who has made 
men’s mouth? or who makes the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the 
blind? Have nof | the LORD?” 


Psalm 127:3: “Lo, children are a heritage of the LORD: and the fruit 
of the womb is his reward.” 


Ps.139:13,16: “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together 
in my mother’s womb...Your eyes saw my unformed body. All the 
days ordained for me were wriften in your book, before one of them 
came to be.” 


Matthew 25:40: “Whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers of mine, you did for me.” 
A. Introduction 

Mankind's radical rejection of the God of the Bible is nowhere more 
evident than in its refusal to respect Innocent God-given human life. The 
very first command God gave man at creation was “Be fruitful and increase 
in number” (Gen.1:28). Abortion disobeys this first command of God to man 
by the murder of pre-born children. Unbelievers commonly promote ~ 
abortion as a backstop to birth control. They are consistent in their rebellion 
against God's command to be fruitful and increase in number. They also 
combine this rebellion with rejection of the God-given pattern of marriage 
and family (see Lesson 10). 

In his “population control” by birth control and abortion man not only 
disobeys God's first command to man after creation, but also the blessing 
God intends to come to him through children. The Bible teaches that 
children are a heritage from the Lord and a reward from Him. The man 
“who has his quiver full of them” is blessed. He “will not be put to shame 
when contending with his enemies in the gate” (Psalm 127:3-5). A 
God-fearing man Is blessed as his wife Is “like a fruitful vine within your 
house; your sons will be like olive shoots around your table.” Seeing one’s 
children’s children is part of this blessing (Psalm 128). Many Christians today 
have disregarded God's very first command after creation and hence 
forfeited its attendant blessing. 

Closely related to abortion, that is, murder of the pre-born, Is so-called 
“euthanasia,” that is, murder of the aged and the handicapped who are 
considered “useless eaters” (a Nazi saying). Euthanasia Is now again 
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Practiced in post-Christian societies, as it was in ancient paganism. 

Abortion and euthanasia are expressly connected by their Proponents 
fo man’s alleged evolutionary origin, The Bible feaches that man is unique 
because he was created in God’s own image and likeness. God exacts the 
death penalty for murder of an innocent man “for in the image of God 
made He man” (Gen.9:6; also see Gen.9:5 and 9:7). But if evolution by 
“survival of the fittest” be man‘s origin, then to kill “unfit” or merely unwanted 
weaker or defenseless fellow human beings is quite defensible on utilitarian 
grounds. 5 

A modern rationale for birth control, abortion and euthanasia is the 
alleged “population explosion.” The actual facts about world population 
and the earth's capacity for sustaining mankind wholly deny this “popula- 
tion explosion” myth. At the root of it is godless man’s wish to be his own 
master apart from God. Especially those who consider themselves the elite 
or leaders of modern society want to exercise God's prerogative of 
deciding who shall live and who shall die, who shall have children and who 
shall be sterilized, Their ultimate goal is a one-world government which will 
enforce this population control everywhere. 

Bible-believing Christians, however, are to depend upon and trust only 
God, which is the essence of being a Christian (see Lesson 1). As the actual 
facts clearly show, God faithfully undergirds His command to be fruitful and 
increase in number, to fill the earth and subdue it, by providing enough 
and more room and food for all mankind. When we Christians agree to 
population control on the grounds of lacking world resources, we in fact 
deny that our Lord “is faithful to all His promises and loving toward all He 
has made.” We should rather say with the Psalmist, “The eyes of all look to 
you, and you give them their food at the proper time. You open your hand 
and satisfy the desire of every living thing” (Ps.145:13b, 45-16). Our Almighty, 
Changeless God is still the same today as He was when feeding His people 
Israel in the desert for forty years (Deut.29:2-6; Acts 7:36). Finally, even when 
hungry and tempted by Satan to distrust and disobey God our Father, let 
us say with our Lord Jesus Christ, “Man does not live by bread alone but by 
every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord [including Genesis 
1:28)" (Deut. 8:3; Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4). 

B. Abortion : 

The Bible clearly and repeatedly teaches that God knows and creates 
each and every human being from the moment of conception, and in 
fact from eternity (Acts 15:18; Ephesians 1:4). God tells the prophet 
Jeremiah, “Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, before you were 
born | set you apart; | appointed you as a prophet to the nations” (Jer.1:5). 
God told His people Israel that the Lord “made you [and] formed you in the 
womb” (Is.44:2; see also |s.44:24; 49:1,5). A key Scripture is Psalm 139:13, 16: 
“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's 
womb...Your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me 
were written in your book before one of them came to be.” That the 
pre-born child may even receive direction and sentiment from God the 
Holy Spirit is clear from Luke 1:39-44 where the baby ordained to become 
John the Baptist “leaped for joy” when Mary, pregnant with our Lord Jesus 
Christ, greeted John’s mother Elizabeth. The Apostle Paul states that God 
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set him apart “from his mother’s womb” (Gal.1:15). People with birth defects 
are also made by our Lord (Exodus 4:11; John 9:1-3). Because pre-born 
children are innocent, to kill them by aboriion is biblically murder. (")On 
January 22, 1973 the United States Supreme Court overthrew the laws of 
forty-four states ‘forbidding or restricting abortion in its Roe v. Wade 7-2 
landmark decision. Abortion had already been legalized in a number of 
states, and was generally permitted in cases of rape, incest, danger to the 
mother's life, and a handicapped baby. The Bible-believing Christian 
cannot agree that children conceived in rape and incest, nor handi- 
capped children may be killed by abortion. Medical science today can 
fully protect the life of the mother in pregnancy and childbirth. At the very 
least every effort must be made to save both mother and child. Even 
mothers advised to have aborlions because of uterine cancer have carried 
their babies to ferm successfully. Handicapped children need not be 
unrelieved burdens but can be great blessings from our Lord as He 
promises in Romans 8:28, and as this writer knows from personal 
experience. 

To oppose abortion includes loving assistance to mothers and families 
with difficult pregnancies. As with poor relief (see Lesson 6), the church 
through the personal outreach of its members should help not only with 
money and material gifts, housing and food, but also with Christian 
counseling and discipling, job training and finding employment, and 
adoption services. While much Christian work in these areas is already 
being done, much more is possible.(") 

Since 1972 some 22 million babies have been aborted in the United 
States. Abortion is now legal in two thirds of all countries of the world, and 
about 55 million babies are aborted world-wide every year. In Communist 
China women are physically forced to abort their second child and then 
sterilized. The Communist government there would rather kill children than 
change its unrealistic economic policies. Nor is abortion the final indignity 
inflicted upon the babies. 

We now “harvest” organs from and experiment with the bodies, 
sometimes still alive and without anesthesia, of aborted babies, proven to 
feel pain at twelve weeks of fetal age. The Nazis also “harvested” body fat, 
hair and gold tooth fillings from their innocent victims during the Holocaust. 

As always when man disregards God’s Word, man is the loser. The most 
“effective” birth control devices, the Pill and the IUD, are actually 
aborlion-causing as they prevent the attachment of the newly conceived 
baby in the wall of the mother’s uterus. These devices can also cause untold 
short-lerm and long-ferm harm to the mother. As to outright surgical 
abortion procedures, women undergoing abortions are the first who pay 
in physical and emotional after-effects. Abortions contribute to later sterility, 
premature birlhs, handicapped children (especially mentally retarded), 
women’s resentment against men, terrible guilt feelings when reminded of 
the abortion, loss of concern for their own well-being, and so on. Society 
at large also pays as it ages and is forced to import young workers from 
abroad to do its labor. (")in America almost one third of the population is 
now over 45 years old, and the financial support base for social security is 
so rapidly eroding that people now in the work force will most likely be 
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unable to collect social security when they retire. The same situation faces 
Europe and the dominant Russian people in the Soviet Union. Muslim 
peoples whose religion commands them to “be fruitful and increase in 
number” just as does Scripture, and Vietnamese and Hispanic peoples alsc 
hostile to birth control move everywhere into the gap left by once Christian 
but now materialistic God-denying Westerners.(*) 

C. Euthanasia 

Because the U.S. Supreme Courts abortion decision was based on the 
uncertain and subjective “quality of life” criterion, it left the door wide open 
to legalized killing of not only the pre-born but the already born, if their 
“quality of life” is considered inferior. Such legal killing has already taken 
place. As far back as 1971 an infant with Down’s Syndrome and an 
intestinal obstruction easily correctable by surgery was born at Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland. The baby was “treated” by being 
left to starve to death, a process taking fifteen days. In April 1982 an infant 
with Downs’ Syndrome born in Bloomington, Indiana, was “treated” for 
malfunction of his esophagus not by appropriate and feasible surgery but 
by being starved to death. This time a United States District Court officially 
sanctioned the killing despite the fact that several couples willing to adopt 
the infant as their own stood by. (")Newsweek Magazine reported on a 
major symposium on infanticide held at Cornell University in August 1982 
The scientists participating in this conference concluded that infanticide is 
not “deviant behavior’ or wrong. It is rather as “normal” as any other instinct 
and may be a beneficial evolutionary adaptation. A photo caption 
accompanying the Newsweek article read, “Does evolution favor the 
murderous?” The article declared in bold-faced type: “Biologists say 
infanticide is as normal as the sex drive—and that most animals, including 
man, practice it.”(*) 

The Nazis, anti-Christian and evolutionist fanatics, agreed. Germany's 
mentally retarded were the first whom they deliberately exterminated. The 
methods were starvation (as now in Americal), injections, and experimental 
gassing. Of course what was done first to the defenseless retarded would 
soon include other defenseless people labeled “subhuman” and “useless 
eaters.” Such killing of people considered “subhuman” or “unfit” was 
common in ancient pagan society (though the word “euthanasia”—-a 
euphemism meaning “good death’—was not used fill the 17th century). 
Handicapped infants were routinely exposed. Only with the rise of 
Christianity did this practice gradually cease. The Bible teaches that “the 
Lord hates...hands that shed innocent blood” (Prov.6:16-17) and that he 
that takes pay to slay an Innocent person is cursed (Deul.27:24-25). A 
handicapped, sick or elderly person depending on others is our neighbor 
whom we are commanded to love as ourselves (Matthew 22:39). The 
weakest members of society are more necessary to it (Il Cor.12:22-25). 
Finally, “as we have done it to these the least of Christ's brethren, we have 
done it to Him” (Matthew 25:40). 

D. Population Control 

The rationale for population control has been the myth of overpopula- 
tion said to strain the world’s resources. This idea first became famous with 
the British clergyman Thomas Malthus (1766-1834). (")He theorized that 
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population tends to increase faster than food supply, with disastrous results 
unless the increase in population can be checked. He predicted that by 
1880 life on earth would be characterized by chaos, violence and mass 
starvation. He was wrong, and somewhat changed his views in his later 
years. However,(") Malthuslanism influenced Charles Darwin, Karl Marx, and 
modern population controllers, including those in the U.S. government 
today. The facts are that per capita food output between 1950 and 1977 
increased by about one third, and world food output has continued to 
match or outstrip population growth since 1977. Some of the most dramatic 
increases have occurred in the poorest countries, like India, which can now 
feed itself. As to other materials needed for mankind's sustenance, the best 
informed experts in the field agree that we will not run out of anything 
essential to the industrial process. (")As Jacqueline Kasun puts it in her 
thoroughly researched 1988 book The Wor Against Population: The 
Economics and Ideology of Population Control, “The message is clear. The 
boat [“Lifeboat Earth’] is extremely well stocked” (p.41). Princeton professor 
Julian Simon fully agrees, and he sees in the population Itself “our ultimate 
resource” (The Ultimate Resource [Princeton University Press, 1984]).(") Colin 
Clark of Oxford University and one of the world’s most prominent authorities 
on world food supply and population, showed already in 1970 that at the 
very high American-type food consumption standards and “the general 
use of agricultural methods already practiced by the average farmer in the 
Netherlands” 35.1 billion people could be fed (Starvation or Plenty? [New 
York: Taplinger, 1970}. pp.157,160). Many other similar well documented 
studies have been available for years. Today's population explosion 
Propaganda is a smokescreen to scare people into accepting a 
one-world government exercising world-wide collectivist-totalitarian popu- 
lation control. 

In sum, neither birth control, abortion or euthanasia, much less 
population control by national or world government, are acceptable 
Christian solutions to social problems. We must rather address our problems 
in dependence upon and obedience fo our Lord Who commanded man 
at man’s creation to “be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it” (Gen.1:28). 


Review Questions: 

1. Cite Scriptures showing children are a blessing from God. 
2. What is God’s penalty for killing an innocent person? Why? 
3. Why is evolutionism related to abortion and euthanasia? 
4, 


Cite Scriptures showing God provides for His people. Cite facts 
confirming this. 


5. Cile Scriptures showing God foresaw and creates each person from 
conception & before. 


6. Name some harmful effects abortion has on women and on soclely. 


For Further Reading: 


Gary Bergel, When You Were Formed In-Secret. Elyria, OH: Intercessors for 
America, 1980. 


Colin Clark, Starvation or Plenty? New York: Taplinger Publishing Co., 1970. 
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Jacqueline Kasun, The War Against Population. San Francisco, Ignatius 
Press, 1988. 


C. Everelt Koop, M.D. and Francis A. Schaeffer, Whatever Happened to the 
Human Race? Revised Edition. Westchester, IL: Crossway Books, 1979, 1983. 


David C. Reardon, Aborted Women—Silent No More. Westchester, IL: 
Crossway Books, 1987. 


Suzanne Rini, Beyond Abortion: A Chronicle in Fetal Experimentation. 
Avon-by-the-Sea, NJ: Magnificat Press, 1988. 


Julian L. Simon, The Ultimate Resource. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 1981, 


Fredric Wertham, M.D., A Sign for Cain (Chapters 8 and 9 on the Nazi 
euthanasia program). New York: Macmillan, 1966. 


Student Summary For Lesson 9 
Biblical Creation And Society 


Lesson 9 - Abortion; Euthanasia; Population Control 


Key Scriptures: 
Gen.1:28; Exod. 4:11; Ps.127:3; Ps.139:13,16; Mat. 25:40 
A. Introduction 
1. God's first command to man: “Be fruitful and increase in number’ 
(Gen.1:28) and its blessings (Ps.127:3-5; Ps.128) rejected 
2. abortion and euthanasia rooted in evolutionism 
a. death fenallty for killing innocent fellow man oecause man created 
in God's own image - Gen.9:5,6 
b. if man evolved by “survival of fittest,” OK to kill “unfit” 
3. “population explosion” myth behind drive for population control 
a. actual facts show there is room and food for many more 
b. God provides for His creatures - Ps.145:13b,15-16; Deut.29:2-6; Acts 
7:36; Deut.8:3; Mt.4:4; Lk.4:4 
B. Abortion 
. God knows every human being from before creation - Acts 15:18; 
Ephes.1:4; Jer.1:5; |s.44:2, 24; 49:1, 5; Ps.139:13,16; Lk.1:39-44; Gal.1:15 
2. abortion in USA and worldwide 
a. legalized by U.S. Supreme Court 1/22/1973 
b. Bible forbids abortion of children from fape, incest, or when 
handicapped 
. medical science today can fully protect life of mother 
. handicapped children can be great blessings - Rom. 8:28 
. Church must help in problem pregnancy situations 
55 million babies aborted per year world-wide; yet 35 billion people 
can be fed with 1950s agricultural methods 
3. the high penalty for abortion 
a. aftereffects on women who abort 
b. decrease and aging of whole societies—other peoples faithful to 
God's command of Gen.1:28 fill gap (e.g. Muslims) 
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. Euthanasia 
. becoming acceptable as a “normal evolutionary adaptation” 
. practiced in ancient pagan societies and under Nazis but wholly 
antibiblical - Prov.6:16-17; Deut.27:24-25; Mt.22:39; | Cor.12:22-25; Mt.25:40 
. Population Control 
. introduced by Thomas Nialthus (1766-1834) 
a. taught population increases faster than food supply 
b, influenced Darwin, Marx, and modern population controllers 
. facts show food supply and resources ample 
a. per capita food output increased by ca. one-third 1950-77; 
b. world food output matched or outstripped population growth since 
1977 
. dramatic Improvement in poorest countries, like India 
. industrial process well supplied 
. population itself is “our ultimate resource” 
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LESSON 10 
The Family: 


Key Scriptures: 

Matthew 19;3-5; “Some Pharisees came to [Jesus Christ] to test him. 
They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every 
reason?” “Haven't you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the 
Creator ‘made them male and female,’ [Gen.1:27], and said, ‘For this 
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh’ [Gen.2:24]? So they are no 
longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, lef man 
not separate.” 


Exodus 20:12; 14: “Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may 
be long upon the land which the LORD thy God gives thee. Thou 
shalt not commit adultery.” 


Malachi 2:14-15: “...the LORD has been witness between thee and the 
wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is 
she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant. And did not he 
make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? 
That he might seek a godly offspring. Therefore take heed to your 
spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth.” 
A. The Family, God's Basic Social Institution 
The origin of the family goes back to the creation of the first man and 
woman, as we read in Genesis 2:18-24, and as our Lord Jesus Christ 
confirms in quoting from Genesis 1:27 and Genesis 2:24 in Matthew 19:4-5. 
He then concludes that man and wife “are no more two, but one flesh. 
What therefore God has Joined together, let not man put asunder.” The 
holiness of the marriage and family bond is confirmed in God's reference 
to all the families of the earth, which are to be blessed in Abram, that is, 
Abrams offspring according to the flesh, Jesus Christ (Gen.12:3). At least two 
of the Ten Commandments confirm the will of God regarding the cohesion 
of the famlly, that is, husband and wife and their children, honoring father 
and mother, and the prohibition of adultery. The Tenth Commandment 
against covetousness “of your neighbor's wife” is further confirmation 
(Exodus 20:17), and this Scripture also protects the family’s (and individual's) 
tight to property, that is, management or stewardship over house, servants, 
cattle or any other thing entrusted to a family or individual by God. Man‘s 
stewardship and communal or social living Is thus inextricably linked to his 
family: father, mother; brothers and sisters; spouse, with whom he begins a 
family of his own; and children, whom he and his spouse must “bring up in 
the nurture and admonition of the LORD” (Ephes. 6:4). Children must obey 
their parents in the Lord, according to the Fourth Commandment 
(Ephes.6:1-3; Col.3:20-21). Wives are to submit themselves to their husbands, 
and husbands to love their wives, even as Christ loves the Church 
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(Ephes.5:22-33; Col.3:18-19; 1 Pet.3:1-7). 

Marriage, upon which the family is built, is a union, not a business 
contract as now Claimed all over the world. (*)C. S. Lewis's comments are 
to the point: 

The Christian idea of marriage is based on Christ’s words that a man 

and wife are to be regarded as a single organism—for that is what 

the words “one flesh” would be in modern English. And the Christians 
believe that when He sod this He was not expressing a sentiment but 
stating a fact—just as one Is stating a fact when one says that a lock 
and its key are one mechanism, or that a violin and a bow are one 
musical instrument. The inventor of the human machine was telling 
us that its two haives, the ale and the female, were made to be 
combined together in pairs, not simply on the sexual level, but totally 
combined... As a consequence, Christianity teaches that marriage 

is for life....{The Christian churches] are all agreed that [divorce] is 

more like having both your legs cut off than it is like dissolving a 

business partinership...(Mere Christianity [New York: Macmillan, First 

Paperback edition 1960], pp.81, 82.)(*) 
In addition, equality between the spouses, and even as in Sweden and 
increasingly all over the West, equality between parents and children is 
totally unbiblical. Family members even as members of all mankind are not 
equa! but created to help and complement each other in the biblical 
Christian perspective. Husbands have authority over the wives, and parents 
have authority over their children (Genesis 3:16; Exodus 20:12, 14 and 17; 
Eph.5:22-33; Col.3:18-21; | Pet.3:1-7). Also consider | Timothy 2:12-15, tracing 
the woman’s submission to the husband to Eve's transgression in Eden. This 
does not eliminate the husband’s duty to love his wife “even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave Himself for it’ (Eph.5:25). Marriage and 
parenthood, being rooted and grounded in God's creation design for 
mankind, are a high and holy calling. A man’s service as elder or deacon 
in the church depends on how a candidate has “managed his own family,” 
for “if anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he 
take care of God's church?” (I Tim.3:4-5). 
B. God's Purpose and Model for the Family 

The purpose of the family is “godly offspring” (Malachi 2:15). This is why 
husband and wife are to maintain their unity in a faithful, lifelong marriage. 
and why they, especially the fathers, must bring up their children according 
to the ways of the Lord. The Lord shared His impending judgment upon 
godless, perverse Sodom and Gomorrah with His friend Abraham because 
He knew that Abraham would “command his children and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and 
Judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which He has 
spoken of him” (Gen.18:19). (‘Then godly Abraham interceded with his 
Lord for the righteous of Sodom and Gomorrah, though not even ten 
tighteous people could then be found there (Gen.18:23-32; Gen.19:16, 
26). A family may be spared for the sake of one righteous member, as Lot 
and his daughters were for Abraham's sake, Rahab’s family for her kindness 
to God's spies (Joshua 6:22-23), and the line of Judah's kings for David's 
sake.(") While each man will account for and die for his own sins (Ezekiel 
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18:30, Deut.24:16), the Lord does punish the children for the sin of the 
fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate Him, but shows 
love to a thousand generations of those who love Him and keep His 
commandments (Exodus 20:6). There are no “private” acts and no 
“victimless crimes”; every act of man affects society, his own family first of 
all, As John Donne said, “No man is an island.” Society is not an aggregate 
of individuals each of whom can “do what is right in his own eyes” (Judges 
21:25). Each and every one of us depends first on God our Creator and 
Sustainer, next on our fellow men. This is why all God’s Law can be summed 
up in first, the love of God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, and 
next, the love of our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-40). The 
Trinity—one Godhead in Three Persons—is the model for man’s social 
relations. The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit never work independently 
In the act of the creation of all things the Father willed in speaking through 
the Word, Christ, and in moving or hovering over the work through the Holy 
Spirit (Genesis 1:1-3). Even so all members of the family. and by extension 
of all society, are meant to work together as separate persons wilh 
individual functions and talents, but in total harmonious, mutually comple- 
mentary oneness. For “none of us lives to himself alone, and none of us 
dies to himself alone” (Romans 14:7), and “each of us should please his 
neighbor for his good, to build him up” (Romans 15:2). Ultimate depend- 
ence and fellowship must be upon and with God 

Would-be independent man first cuts himself off from God, then more 
and more from his fellow men as well. This chosen isolation and 
“self-reliance” of each individual is part of man’s fall, and so is blaming 
others for one’s own misdeeds and troubles. Note how Adam blamed Eve 
and indirectly God for his disobedience to God in Eden (Gen.3:12), while 
Eve blamed the serpent (Gen.3:14). God assigned blame and penalties 
justly and impartially, and He also provided a covering for fallen man’s 
nakedness by substitute animal sacrifice. pointing to Christ the “Lamb that 
takes away the sin of the world” (Gen.3:14-19,21; John 1:29). 
C. Functions and Responsibilities of Family Members 

The father is the tiead of the family and responsible for its “nurture and 
admonition” in the Lord (Eph.6:4). In all too many Christian families today 
this role has devolved upon the mother. The result is often that the sons 
eventually become lukewarm Christians or even unbelievers, while the 
daughters, though more earnest about the faith, tend to be lax about the 
importance of choosing truly Christian spouses. The wife is fo be a “helper 
suitable for’ the husband (Gen.2:18), not to usurp his function and 
responsibility of headship. Yet if she is to carry out her God-given task, her 
husband must take her into his confidence, sharing his concerns with her 
and weighing her counsel. His own task will be the easier for such openness 
and trust. However, the final decision is his if they cannot agree upon the 
course of action to take. Both husband and wife must bear each other's 
good in mind, or rather, remember that they are really no longer two 
separate individuals but “one flesh” (Mt.19:4). The strong, capable, diligent. 
generous and wise wife “of noble character” of Proverbs 31:10-31, in whom 
her husband “has full confidence” (Prov.31:11) is the model for all true 
Christian wives. Her strong and God-fearing conduct is the background for 
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the respect her husband enjoys “at the city gate...among the elders of the 
land” (Prov.31:23). Note how through the godly functioning of the poe the 
entire community is blessed and sustained. 

Father and mother are responsible, of course, for the upbringing, and 
training of their children. Christian spouses who take God's Word seriously 
will of course “be fruitful and increase in number” (Gen.1:28; 9:7). The 
proliferation of birth control and abortion all over the world today shows 
how far we have departed from true family consciousness under our Lord 
(see Lesson 9). Though children now come into the world with pain to their 
mothers (Gen.3:16a), though their upbringing is an awesome and heavy 
responsibility, and though they may grieve godly parents by rebellion (even 
as Adam and Eve, and after them all of us, grieved God's own Father-heart 
by our rebellion against Him), yet obedience to our Lord requires that they 
be given life and care, and they are a reward from Him (Psalm 127:3-5; 
Psalm 128). Handicapped children may be the greatest blessing of all as 
family members learn with them in daily service and love to care for others 
without expectation of “return payment.” Truly the weakest members of the 
“body”—the family, society—are indispensable (I Cor.12:22). Children must 
obey their parents in the Lord and honor them, the commandment with 
promise for a long life in land given by the Lord (Ex.20:12; Eph.6:2). 

It ought to be obvious from the foregoing that sexual enjoyment alone 
cannot be the foundation of marriage, much less the family. As Proverbs 
31:30 puts it, “Charm is deceptive, and beauly is fleeting, but a woman who 
fears the LORD is to be praised.” Yet in modem society sexual attraction 
has become the firs! criterion for choosing a mate. Hence the ever greater 
ease of divorce and multiplied adultery (Mal.2:14-15). Beneath these 
developments lies man’s rebellion against God and desire to please only 
himself and his appetites. Material wealth has also been placed above 
family cohesion in the biblical, total sense. A prominent sign of this idolatry 
of wealth and individual comfort is the widespread refusal to support one’s 
needy family members. Such members are now even killed by abortion or 
euthanasia (see Lesson 9), or else their support is transferred to the state 
(see also Lesson 6). Yet the Church must take care of “widows who are 
really in need,” and children and grandchildren should support their own 
parents and grand-parents “for this is pleasing to God” (I Tim.5:3-4). In fact, 
“if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his 
immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever’ 
(I Tim.5:8). 

D. The Family Under Attack and In Danger 

(Because the family is so central to building up a godly society, it has 
always been under attack by unbelievers and is in particularly great danger 
today. At the root of outright hatred of family bonds lies sinful man’s craving 
fo be independent of God and his fellow men so he may do as he pleases 
and not be burdened or restrained by any responsibilities or obligations. 
Such individual anarchy and selfishness among ever growing numbers of 
people eventually leads to the breakdown of society at large. But this is not 
the end: the most ruthless and selfish people will usurp the government and 
enslave the rest of the people to serve their own ends. He who will not serve 
God his Creator invites human tyranny, as history shows.(") 
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(‘As C. S. Lewis wrote, “Some fatal flaw always brings the selfish and cruel 
people to the top and [civilization] slides back into misery and tuin....It 
seems to start up all right and runs a few yards, and then it breaks down. 
They are trying to run It on the wrong juice [instead of on God Himself]. 
That is what Satan has done to us humans.” (Mere Christianity, p.39; see 
also Lesson 1).(*) 

Modern enemies of biblical Christianity have attacked the family on the 
grounds of evolution, denying the biblical creation account (for instance, 
Sigmund Freud, see Lesson 5). (‘)The vituperative attack on the family by 
Friedrich Engels, Karl Marx's co-founder of Marxism-Communism, was based 
upon evolution. For him the monogamous family was founded upon 
enslavement of the woman by the man, and original group marriage was 
replaced by individual marriages inevitably accompanied by adultery and 
prostitution. His idea of marriage was that of a contract based only upon 
physical love, which could be easily broken. Likewise Engels looked upon 
private property not as a trust under God, but rather as theft from 
communal ownership of all things, and to be abolished, as it is today in 
Communist countries. Consider that Communism dominates about half the 
world today and bids fair to conquer it all by invasion (Afghanistan, Tibet). 
subversion, and by confluence with New Age thought in the anticipated 
one-world state of the near future. “Communal ownership” means 
administration by the state/government, and in practice by the ruling elite 
(see also Lesson 2).(") Because the biblical family protects true cohesion 
and love, and points to the God of Scripture and His true freedom in Christ, 
it is especially under attack in today’s “post-Christian” world. One line of 
attack is to confuse the difference between a true family and “people 
living together’ no matter who they ae. Another is to take over the 
education of the children (see Lesson 11). Another is to discriminate against 
biblical families by peer pressure (as against families with more than two 
children), by tax disadvantages, and by contempt against “homemakers” 
in the name of feminist “self-esteem,” “self-fulfillment,” etc. Enemies of the 
biblical family also suppress the lesson all history teaches, namely, that 
breakdown of marriage and family has always been a sure precursor of the 
breakdown of an entire society or state. Ancient Greece and Rome are 
perfect examples of this historical fact. Because the family is God's basic 
social institution, to abandon or destroy it is to destroy society. 


Review Questions: 

4. What three of the Ten Commandments relate to the family? 

2. Who has authority over whom in the biblical family? 

3. Upon whom does every man depend, and whom do his actions affect? 
Cite Scripture. 

4, Describe the functions and responsibilities of husband and wife/father 
and mother. , 

5. Are handicapped or weak family members needed by the family? Give 


a Scripture. i 
6. What is the end result of family breakdown for society? 


For Further Reading: 
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“Focus on the Family” Magazine (with Dr.James C. Dobson), P. O. Box 500, 
Pomona, CA 91769. 


C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity. New York: Macmillan, First Paperback Edition 
1960. 


Carle C. Zimmerman, Family and Civilization. New York: Harper, 1947. (A 
thoroughly researched, scholarly volume. Excellent on family breakdown in 
ancient Greece and Rome.) 


On the blessing severely handicapped, helpless children can be to their 
families and others, read Christopher de Vinck, The Power of the Powerless, 
New York: Doubleday, 1988 


Student Summary For Lesson 10 
Biblical Creation And Society 


Lesson 10 - The Family 
Key Scriptures: 
Matthew 19:3-5; Exodus 20:12,14; Malachi 2:14-15 
A. The Family, God's Basic Social Institution 
1. Origin of family goes back to creation - Gen.2:18-24; Mt.19:4-5;Gen.12:3 
a. three of Ten Commandments confirm God-willed cohesion of family; 
family’s right to property (Exodus 20:17) 
b. parents and children - Eph.6:1-4; Col.3:20-21 
c. husband and wife - Eph.5:22-33; Col.3:18-19; 1 Pet.3:1-7 
2. Marriage is union, not business contract 
a. husband has authority over wife, parents over children - Gen.3:16; 
Ex.20:12,14,17; Eph.5:22-33; Col.3:18-21; 1 Pet.3:1-7 
b. woman’‘s submission to husband - | Tim.2:12-45 
c. husband to love wife - Eph.5:25 
d. Church office tied to family rule - | Tim.3:4-5 
B. God's Purpose and Model for the Family 
. Purpose is “godly offspring” - Mal.2:15 
2. God honored Abraham with confidence because He knew Abraham 
would keep his family and household in godly ways - Gen.18:19 
3. a family may be spared due to one righteous member - Josh.6:22-23; 
but each man responsible for his sins - Ez.18:30, Deut.24:16. However, 
punishment reflects on “third and fourth” generation, blessings on “a 
thousand generations” - Exodus 20:6. 
4. no “private acts” or “Victimless crimes” - Jud.21:25; Mt.22:37-40 
5. Trinity model - Gen.1:1-3; Romans 14:7; Romans 15:2; Gen.3:12,14-19,21; 
Jn.4:29 
. Functions and Responsibilities of Family Members 
Father is head of family, mother his helper - Eph.6:4; Gen.2:18 
a. wife of Proverbs 31:10-31 model for Christian wives 
. children commanded (Gen.1:28; 9:7); pain (Gen.3:16) yet blessing - 
Ps.127,128 
a. handicapped children & family members indispensable - | Cor.12:22 
3. children to honor parents (Ex.20:12; Eph.6:2) 


= 


=I) 


Ls) 


20 


=oah 


. sexual attzaction not foundation - Prov.31:30; Mal.2:14-15 

. family and Church must care for its needy - | Tim.5:3-4,8 

. The Family Under Attack and In Danger 

. sinful man‘s craving to be independent <i root of rejection of family 


a. individual anarchy and selfishness leads to society's breakdown 
b. then most ruthless people take over - tyranny 


. Modern attacks based on evolution 


a. Friedrich Engels - property as “theft” from “communal ownership” 


. forms of attack today 


a. confuse difference between true family and “living together’ 
b. wrest education of children from parents 
c. contempt against large families, homemakers; tax discrimination 
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LESSON 11 
Education 


Key Scriptures: 
Ps.145:4: “One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall 
declare thy mighty works.” 


Deuteronomy 6:4-7: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD your God, the LORD is 
one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength. These commandments that | give you 
today ore fo be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children 
Talk about them when you sit af home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up.” 


Ephesians 6.4: “Fathers,...bring [your children] up in the training and 

instruction of the Lord.” 

A. Biblical Christian Education 

(‘)Because of the virtual takeover of the public schools by anti-Christian 
educational philosophies, methods and goals, Bible-believing Christian 
churches and parents are turning to private Christian schools in increasing 
numbers. The parallel burgeoning home school movement throughout the 
United States is an even more determined step in this direction. How much 
longer these movements, the cutting edge of Christian action today, will 
be allowed to continue by the anti-Christian powers that be is unknown 
Eventually, perhaps soon, a showdown is inevitable (see Lesson 12). 
Meanwhile every year, every month spent in a truly Bible-believing Christian 
church or home school is of inestimable value.(") 

Genuinely biblical Christian education will reflect the biblical Christian 
world view and begin with its starting point, God Himself as Creator and 
Lord of all that is, and biblical creation. It will never forget that “The fear of 
the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 1:7). It will try with alll its 
might to base all instruction in all subjects taught upon the Bible as God's 
Word. It will impress God's Law diligently upon the students at all possible 
times (Deut. 6:4-7). Of course Christian education (and for that matter all 
child rearing) must be in the hands of the parents, designated by God as 
responsible for it (Ephes.6:4). Genuinely biblical Christian education will 
maintain discipline under the authority of teachers and parents, even as 
“the law is our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ” (Gal.3:24). Children are 
fo honor their parents and persons appointed as their overseers/teachers 
by their parents (Exod.20:12). Christian education can never be “child- 
centered” or “non-directive” as its goal is to provide “training and 
instruction of the Lord” (Ephes. 6:4). God is its center and its Director. As 
Creator and Sustainer He knows best what is best for the child, using parents 
and teachers as His co-workers (I Cor.3:9). 

Not only does God's creation of man in His own image and likeness have 
consequences for man’s moral upbringing, but it also is the foundation for 
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training the God-given talents and abilities which are part of each child's 
created Identity. The parables our Lord Jesus Christ taught about the talents 
(Mat.25:14-30) and the pounds (Luke 19:12-27) prove that each of us is to 
do the very best he can to bring increase to our Lord with the “working 
capital” He bestowed upon us. This applies to our physical and mental Gifts 
as much if not more as to our material gifts. “Everything that is within us” is 
to praise His holy Name (Ps.103:1). Thus we as parents and teachers must 
diligently discern our children’s abilities and talents, and do our utmost to 
help them develop them to our Maker's glory and joy. (Each child must 
be asked and encouraged to do his very best in all school subjects, and 
this regardless of grades (achieve the highest grade possible, even if no 
higher than a C), of comparison with peers (each child Is tesponsible to 
God, not classmates), and of future career benefits (these may come or 
not as God sees fit).(“) There must be just praise and blame, as God Himself 
gives His servants (Mt.25:20-23, 26-30); often parents and teachers do not 
tejoice enough In their children's good work. Yet there is no reward so 
blessed as our Lord's praise “Well done, thou good and faithful servant” and 
He Himself rejoices over His faithful people “with singing” (Zephaniah 3:17). 
Even so the child longs for his father's and mother’s praise, and parents 
tejoice (or should, vocally and expressly) over their good children. Christian 
education remembers that we bring up and train our children ultimately 
for fellowship with our Lord not only in this world but in eternity. His 
commandments are not only to be obeyed outwardly and for a time but 
‘on our hearts” (Deut.6:6; Jer.31:33; 2 Cor.3:3; Heb.8:10-11; 2 Pet.1:4; 1 John 
3:2-3). Christian education’s goal is to lead to the restoration of God's 
image and likeness in the students, “planting and watering” in prayer and 
hope that God will “give the increase” (I Cor.3:6-7). Parents and teachers 
also need discernment in choosing what may enter their charges’ minds. 
Students, too, must be trained diligently to “test all things and hold fast that 
which is good” (I Thess.5:21). Finally, Christian education is full of purpose 
and joy in our Lord. Because “the one that is in God's children—Christ 
Himself through the Holy Spirit—is greater than the one who is in the world 
(Satan)” (| John 4:4), because our Lord, the Creator of all that is, is almighty, 
all-knowing and ever-faithful (2 Tim. 2:11-15; Jude 24-25, etc), our labor in 
Him is never in vain (| Cor.15:57-58). 
B. Worldly Education in General 

(It ls a great pity that Christians have awakened only recently to the 
Gnli-Christian stance of public education. Had we understood the basic 
division between biblical Christianity and all other world views, we would 
have initiated the Christian and home school movernents many years ago, 
indeed never have departed from them. As pointed out in Lesson 1, biblical 
Christianity begins with biblical creation and the Creofor-creature distinc- 
tion. It knows that God alone as Creator of all things out of nothing neither 
needs nor depends on anyone or anything. Man the creature, on the other 
hand, always and totally depends on God. It is the very essence of unbelief 
Gnd of man’s fall that man denies his dependence upon God and wants 
to be his own god, lord and master (Genesis 3:5). Neutrality In this 
foundational issue is impossible. Even the agnostic who says God may, or 
May not, exist by this very statement sets himself up as independent judge 
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between God and atheism. We either willingly depend on God, or deny 
our dependence on Him (Mt.6:24; John 3:18; 2 Cor.6:14). The public schools 
of all Western “post-Christian” societies claim similar ‘neutrality’ between 
Christianity and other religions as well as atheism, John 3:18, “whoever 
does not believe [in Christ] stands condemned already because he has 
not believed in the name of God's one and only Son,” applies in full 
force.(‘) In general non-Christian education will reflect the non-Christian 
Philosophies current at any particular time, though overall trends can be 
discerned. Modern worldly education in its explicit anti-Christian “child- 
centeredness” and rejection of the biblical view of man as a fallen sinner 
may be traced back to Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778). For Rousseau 
as for worldly educators today the child Is naturally good, as is primitive 
man unspoilt by civilization. Man's dominion mandate and creativity is 
downgraded, even despised. The progressive, “democratic” model of 
public education still predominant today was introduced by John Dewey 
(1859-1952). This model, today combined with New Age teaching (see 
Lesson 4) and Rogerian “non-directive” philosophy (see Lesson 5), does 
away with discipline and teacher authority in the classroom, and the 
thorough instruction of students in the basic learning skills. The results, 
widespread illiteracy and anarchy, are all around us. Ironically Dewey's 
_ Progressive education was to prepare the students for harmonious 
togetherness In total “democracy.” The eventual goal of worldly education 
is a society world-wide in scope. National boundaries are to be abolished, 
as are belief in God, absolute moral laws and the preaching of repentance 
from sin and regeneration in Christ. (")As a Harvard professor of educational 
psychiatry put it in a childhood education seminar as early as 1973: 

Every child in America entering school at the age of five is mentally 
ill, because he comes to school with certain allegiances toward our 
founding fathers, toward our elected officials, toward his parents, 
toward a belief in a supernatural Being, toward the sovereignty of this 
nation as a separate entity. 

It's up to you teachers to make all of these sick children well by 
creating the international children of the future. (Quoted in “Christian 
School Comment,” Vol.16, No.9, a publication of Association of 
Christian Schools International)(*) 

Students are motivated by selfism, the future utility of their studies, and 
getting along with their peers. When all these motivations fall, only instant 
self-gratification Is left. Hence the phenomenal drug abuse and promiscuity 
among Western young people today. Because of the system’s impersonal- 
ism and often broken homes‘and absentee parents, more and more young 
people see themselves and human life in general as meaningless. Hence 
outright suicide among them is on the tise. Worldly education tries tp 


remedy these hurts by “self-esteem” or “death education” courses to little 
avail. 


C. Specific Problems 

Moral relativism is rampant in public education today. The older 
generations’ values are made to appear doubtful, foolish, or obsolete 
through “values clarification” teaching, ostensibly designed to help young 
people think independently. The concept is akin to Rogerian “non- 
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directive” counseling. (see Lesson 5). The result is inevitably the rejection of 
any strongly held values, that is, the supposzdly “neutral” mindset of the 
public education system as a whole and its leaders in particular. Such 
“neutrality” as we saw is in itself a rejection of biblical Christianity and its 
God. 

(‘}Closely connected with this valueless “neutrality” is the lack of spirited 
support for the public school system. It still functions because school 
attendance is compulsory and because it is financed by ever rising taxes. 
Amazingly, public school teachers are much more likely than the general 
public to send their own children to non-public schools. They know the 
systern’s grave faults from within, especially the lack of discipline, 
administration support, and absence of academic challenges for bright 
young people. Educational excellence itself has become a non-value.(") 

Not only has the curriculum been watered down for many years, daily 
teaching time is reduced by administrative chores and non-essential 
activities as well as inquiries violating the privacy of the students and even 
their families. Some of these inquiries and questionnaires are withheld from 
the parents in order to avoid confrontations. Because all this has been 
going on for a very long time, belated parental resistance to health clinics 
and sex and contraceptive education in the public schools is not taken too 
seriously by the educational elite. (")Public education is in practice in the 
hands of the state and federal departments of education, not in the hands 
of the parents or even local school boards (see Lesson 12). By the same 
token, policies are set by these state or federal bodies, and behind them 
the education faculties at our public universities and colleges, as well as 
prestigious private universities. Such universities may even have begun as 
Christian institutions, but they denied their origins generations ago and are 
now citadels of unbelief.(*) 

_ Lately New Age thought has invaded the public schools (see Lesson 4). 
Its agenda includes the training of children (even as young as kindergarten) 
to “center” or “focus” upon “spirit guides” or the Higher Self within them. 
Feminism and one-worldism as well as man’s equality or even inferiority 
compared with the rest of nature are taught in many appealing ways. Of 
course New Age teaching is religious, even occult, and should therefore 
be banned from our public schools if “separation of church and state” 
were impartially enforced. In practice the only “religion” which is cast out 
is biblical Christianity. In order to eliminate even the thought of the God of 
the Bible, the many scientific evidences showing the impossibility of 
evolution are generally not presented to public school science students, 
while evolution is taught as fact. (")Thankfully a staunch minority of public 
school teachers do not abide by this censorship and exercise their 
academic freedom in the classroom. Students themselves also often have 
the courage to stand up for their Christian convictions in the classroom, not 
only on creation but also on abortion, chastity, and the truth of the Gospel 
itself.(°) If Christian parents are compelled to keep their children in the 
public schools, they must be prepared at least to buttress their children’s 
precious faith with the necessary supplementary study materials, personal 
encouragement and discussion, and if need be intercession with the 
school administration. Financial strain and career or work obligations do 
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not excuse mothers and fathers from “impressing Goc s commandments” 
on their children and being responsible to God. Himself for bringing up 
their children in the training and instruction of the Lord” (Deut.6:4-7; 
Ephes.6:4). 

D. Education Deteriorates Without God , ; 

Believers and unbelievers alike today recognize that Our public educa- 
tion system has deteriorated greatly. Believers attribute this deterioration to 
our society's departure from God and His law. Unbelievers, of course, would 
give up anything rather than their cherished independence from God. 
They think more money, smaller classes, better buildings, or perhaps a 
return to “classical education,” a “Great Books” program, or even optional 
“traditional” schools might help. Some small benefits might be expected 
from such measures because they are in line with basic Christian-biblical 
principles of encouraging the training of each child's God-given talents 
and abilities, But the “one thing necessary’ is still lacking: a purpose for both 
each individual and for society as a whole. Therefore education without 
God will be anarchistic, as now in the West, or totalitarian, as under 
Communism. Only the Triune Personal God and Creator of Christianity can 
provide through His instruction for each individual human being as well as 
mankind as a whole, for He created man in His own Image and likeness, 
more-than-one Persons in unity of wisdom, purpose and fellowship. Lacking 
the Triune God as a “role model,” would-be independent human 
education will of necessity end in lawless disintegration, superseded by 
forced uniformity in a state-imposed straitjacket. 


Review Questions: 

4. According to Scripture, who is responsible for education of children? 
2. \s discipline and authority in home and school biblical? Cite Scripture. 
3. Is Western public education really “neutral” about God? 

4. Name some specific problems in public education today. 


For Further Reading: 
Samuel L. Blumenfeld, NEA: Trojan Horse in American Education. The 
Paradigm Company, P. O. Box 45161, Boise, Idaho 83711, 1984. 


Rousas J. Rushdoony, The Messianic Character of American Education. 
Nutley, NJ: The Craig Press, 1963, 1972. The best overview of American 
public education and its anti-Christian trends since its beginnings. 


Phyllis Schlafly, ed., Child Abuse in the Classroom. Alton, IL: Pere Marquette 
Press, 1984, Second Edition February 1985. Public testimonies before the 
U;S.Department of Education every parent should read. 


Student Summary For Lesson 414 
Biblical Creation And Society 


Lesson 44 - Education 
Key Scriptures: 


Ps.145:4; Deut.6:4-7; Ephes.6:4 
A. Biblical Christian Education 
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. begins with God as Creator and Lord - Prov.1:7 


a. will base all instruction in all subjects on Bible and Impress God's Law 
on students - Deut.:4-7; parents responsible - Eph.6:4 
b. maintains discipline & authority - Gal.3:24;£x.20:12.4 Cor.3:9 


. God's creation of man in His own image undergirds training of talents 


a. everyone must bring increase - Mb25:14-30;Lk.19:12-27:Ps.103:4 
b. just praise & blame essential - Mt.25:20-23, 26-30; Zephaniah 3:17 


. Christian education not only for now but for eternal life with God 


a, God's laws to be “on our hearts” - Deut.6:6;Jer.31:33; 2 Cor.3:3; 
Heb.8:10-11; 2 Pet.1:4; 1 John 3:2-3 

b. parents & teachers co-workers with God - 1 Cor.3:6-7 

c. parents, teachers, students need discernment - 4 Thess.5:24 

d. Christian education full of purpose and Joy in our Lord - 41 John 4:4; 2 
Tim.2:11-15; Jude 24, 25; 1 Cor.15:57-58 


. Worldly Education in General 
. Creator-creature distinction denied; man wants to be God - Gen.3:5 


a. neutrality impossible - Mt.6:24; Jn.3:18; 2 Cor.6:14 


. reflects current non-Christian philosophies 


a. “child-centeredness” today goes back to Rousseau (1712-1778) 

b. progressive “education for democracy” from John Dewey (1859- 
1952); now combined with Rogerian “non-directive” philosophy (see 
L.S) 

c. results: widespread illiteracy & anarchy; goal is one-world state 

d. students motivated by selfism, future utility of studies, getting along 
with peers, instant self-gratification (drugs, sex) 

e. system’s impersonalism, broken homes lead to meaninglessness, 
suicide 

Specific Problems 


. moral relativism In climate of “neutrality” about values 
. whole system has lost public support; educational excellence no longer 


valued 


. academic curriculum watered down; invasion of student/family privacy 
. proliferation of New Age thought; censorship on creation/evolution 

. if public school inevitable, parents must help - Deut.6:4-7; Eph.6:4 

. Education Deteriorates Without God 

. stopgap measures (more money, buildings, “Great Books” etc.) 

. but meaning, purpose for individual and society still lacking 

. public education In West has anarchy, under Communism is totalitarian 
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LFSSON 12 
The State 


Key Scriptures: ) : 
eran 13:1-8: “Everyone must submit himself to the governing 


authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has 
established. The authorities that exist have been established by God, 
Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling 
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 
judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do 
right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear 
of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend 
you. For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be 
afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's 
servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 
Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only 
because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. 
This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, 
who give their full time to governing. Give everyone what you owe 
him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes, if revenue, then revenue; if respect, 
then respect; if honor, then honor” (See also 1 Peter 2:13-17). 


| Timothy 2:1-2: “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and 
all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.” 


Acts 5:29b: “..We must obey God rather than men!” 


Ps.103:19: “The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his 

kingdom rules over all.” 
A. God Is the Supreme Ruler 

God is the Supreme Ruler of all that exists by virtue of creation by His 
Word and Spirit out of nothing (Gen.1:1-2). Again as always we must 
remember the Creator-creature distinction: God Who made all things 
needs and depends on no one and nothing, while everyone and all things 
totally depend on Him Who made them for sustenance (Acts 17:25; 
Col.1:16-17). The fall of man did not abolish God‘s rule and kingdom, it only 
hurt man himself and the rest of the creation (Romans 8:19-23; Gal.6:7). 
However, God Himself voluntarily came down to us men in Christ the Son 
incarnate, and humbled Himself to live, suffer and die for our sins (4 
Cor.15:3-4; Phil.2:6-8; Heb.2:9-10, 14, 17, etc. etc). Because Christ was fully 
obedient fo the Father, He reigned even from the cross over sin, and 
indeed by His death overcame Satan for good, as foretold already in 
Genesis 3:15 (Heb.2:14). God in no way “had to” save any men. He did it 
entirely out of His Own sovereign mercy and love (John 3:16). From 
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everlasting fo everlasting God was, is, and will ever remain t i i 
and the Lord of lords (Ps.90:2; Rev.19:16). By His wisdom nine oS aS 
princes decree justice; by [His wisdom] princes tule, and nobles, even all the 
judges of the earth” (Prov.8:15-16; 24:1). Our Almighty Lord, the Most High 
“Is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone He 
wishes” (Daniel 4:25b). Jesus Christ based His Great Commission to “go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | 
have commanded you” upon the fact that “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me” (Matthew 28:18-20). God is also the Supreme 
Ruler of the godless and rebellious, whom He uses for His own purposes! 
He fold Pharaoh, “I raised you up for this very purpose, that | might display 
my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth” 
(Romans 9:17; Exodus 9:16). After his humiliation King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon praised God because “everything he does is right and all his ways 
are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble” (Daniel 4:37). 
For His own reasons our Good, Omniscient God may “bear with great 
patience the objects of His wrath” (Romans 9:22), and be “patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” 
(2 Peter 3:9; Rev.6:9-11). But “His kingdom rules over all” (Ps.103:19), and all 
power on earth Is “given from above” (John 19:11). All Scripture witnesses 
to God's rule. 

All rebellion against God is therefore foolishness and condemned to 
ultimate utter failure. Psalm 2 declares: “Why do the nations conspire (rage) 
and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their 
stand..against the LORD and against His Anointed One...Jhe One en- 
throned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. Then He rebukes them 
in His anger and terrifies them in His wrath...Therefore, you kings, be wise; 
be warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice 
with trembling” (Ps.2:1-2, 4-5a, 10-11). 

B. Christians and Rulers Of This World 

Because all earthly rule and government is “from above” as Jesus Christ 
told Pilate (John 19:11), Bible-believing Christians are to “submit to the 
governing authorities..not only because of possible punishment but also 
because of conscience” (Rom.13:4, 6). We are to pray, intercede and give 
thanks “for kings and all those in authority” (1 Timothy 2:1-2a). Jesus Christ 
told His tempters to “render to Caesar that which is Caesar's and to God 
that which is God's” (Matthew 22:21). However, men in governing authority 
as servants of God are to commend those who do right, and punish the 
wrongdoer (Rom.13:3b, 4). The purpose of their service to God is to 
safeguard the citizens’ ability to “live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness” (4 Tim.2:2b). Truly a nation is blessed when God is 
its Lord (Ps.33:12) and it is burdened and punished when its governors 
forsake God and His law as did so many evil kings of the Old Testament. 
Truly “righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people” 
(Prov.14:34). 

What can or must Christian people do when their government departs 
from God and His aw? Our Lord warned His disciples through the ages 
that they would be persecuted for His sake, and on His account would 
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“stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them” (Mark 13:9). This 
prediction was already fulfilled when Peter and John stood before the 
Jewish rulers and elders in the Temple (Acts 4:5-7), were commanded “not 
to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus” but refused, as they had to 
obey God rather than these rulers (Acts 4:19; Acts 5:29). Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr, lost his life for this same witness (Acts 7, esp. w.51-53, 
57-60). From then on to this very day. Christians, witnessing to the truth from 
within Christ's Kingdom “which is not of this world” (John 18:36-37) fo 
godless rulers of this world, have died for their witness. (‘)The greatest 
number of such martyrs have been tortured and killed under the 
Communists in our own time. The shed blood of the martyrs has rightly been 
called “the seed of the Church” through the ages.(’) 

When a great persecution against the church breaks out, our Lord 
Himself told His disciples to flee elsewhere (Mt.10:23). Believers followed this 
advice when the Church was first persecuted at Jerusalem (Acts 8:1, 4) and 
later (Acts 14:5-6). This flight and subsequent spreading of the Gospel in 
other parts of the world has also held true to this day. This is actually one 
way of preaching the gospel to every creature, which must be done before 
our Lord returns in glory (MI.10:23; Mark 16:15; Mt.24:14; Mk.13:10 ), and it 
supplements the church’s voluntary missionary work. 

Finally, Christians themselves may exercise government authority. In this 
case they must rule by serving (Luke 12:42-48q; Eph.6:9; Col.4:1). Since in 
America the people—you and |—are ultimately responsible for govern- 
ment, it is mostly our own fault if government and society are not Christian, 
and God will call us to account for this (Mt.25:19). 

(A country’s laws show how Chiistian it Is. The legalization of abortion in 
4972 was a major sign of America’s turn away from biblical Christianity. In 
the “neutral” public schools the teaching of creation was replaced by the 
teaching of evolutionism after World War |. Divorce, once allowed only for 
adultery (cf.Mt.19:4-6, 9), is now legal for any cause. The outlawing of 
pornography, once national, now depends on “community standards.” The 
public news media are mostly determinedly anti-Christian today, a change 
from before 1900.(’) 

C. The Biblical Functions of the State 

It is the function of the state, that is, governing authorities, to ensure that 
we, the Christian people of the realm, “may live peaceful and quiet lives 
in all godliness and holiness” (1 Timothy 2:2). Christian people must be free 
to worship the Triune God of the Bible. They must be free to study the Bible 
and teach it to their children (see Lesson 10 and 411). They must be free to 
have all the children God gives them in fulfillment of God's creation 
command to “be fruitful and increase in number” (Gen.1:28; 9:7; see Lesson 
9). They must be free to engage in welfare and poor relief work, combined 
with Christian discipling and work training (see Lesson 4). They must be free 
to establish their own schools or home schools (see Lesson 14). They must 
be free to publish and disseminate the Bible, Christian education materials 
and creative works (literature, music, art) by Christian writers and artists (see 
Lesson 8). They must be free to refuse New Age thought or non-Christian 
“counseling” in the work place (see Lessons 4 and 5). They must not be 
discriminated against in the courts as long as Christians are given equal 
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citizenship status, as the apostle Paul insisted (Acts 16:37, 22:25, 25:11), They 
must nol be discriminated against in employment because they must be 
able to earn their own and their families’ living. The authority of elders over 
the local congregation, of husbands over wives, and of Parents and 
teachers over children must not be abridged by the state (see Lesson 10). 
All these things belong to Christians’ “peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness” (I Tim.2:2b), 

In addition the governing authorities as “God's agent of wrath to bring 
punishment on the wrongdoer’ (Romans 13:4b) must punish murder, theft, 
fraud, extortion, false witness in coun, and related offenses against society. 
Murder exacts the death penalty (Gen.9:5-6), and this is why the 
government “does not bear the sword for nothing” (Romans 13:4a), The 
apostle Paul did not “refuse to die” if he were “guilty of doing anything 
deserving death” (Acts 25:11). The government must also protect its 
peaceful citizens by police and courts, and against attack from other 
nations by armed forces, as did the Old Testament kings and the Roman 
governors al Rome’s best times. Being a centurion (army officer) did not 

" stand in the way of the conversion of Cornelius (Acts 10:1-2, 47). Tax 
collectors and soldiers were (and are) not commanded to leave their 
employment, but rather to perform it honestly (Lk.3:12-14), Taxes are biblical 
(Rom.13:7; Matthew 17:24-27). 

D. Anarchy and Tyranny: Government Failure to Function Biblically 

Anarchy literally means “no rule” and Is the state where “every man 
does that which is right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). It is the state where 
“there was no king in Israel” (Jud.21:25a), that is, no effective governing 
authority. The government falls to function altogether, and this of course 
means that it fails to function biblically. The “Christian anarchy” some 
individuals and movements have advocated in history is therefore a 
contradiction in terms. All men at all times are under God's rule (Ps.103:19) 
and “he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted” (Romans 13:2). Anarchy is the outworking of unbelieving men 
wanting to be their own gods and masters without any consideration of 
other people. 

Modern Western society has gone a very long way towards anarchy. 
(VThis is especially true for philosophy and ethics (see Lesson 2), and in 
ethics especially for family and sexual relations (see Lesson 10). The 
anarchy prevailing in modern literature and art (see Lesson 8) goes 
together with this growing lawlessness. Modern Psychology, built upon 
man’s evolutionist descent rather than biblical creation, and attributing his 
“maladjustment” to his past, his environment, his parents or society at large 
(see Lesson 5), has substantially contributed to relativistic, utilitarian ethics 
and the abolition of authority leading to anarchy.(") The government's 
“sword” is no longer wielded against robbery, rape and murder as in more 
Christian-influenced times. The very concept of “punishment of the 
wrong-doer” has yielded to the unbiblical notion of “rehabilitation of the 
maladjusted” (see Lesson 5) 

Totalitarian tyranny is also the outworking of unbelieving men wanting to 
be their own gods and masters without any consideration of other people. 
However, in anarchy each individual tends to build his own little isolated 
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kingdom, whereas in tyranny a few ruthless people, the elite, or even one 
person, the “leader,” enforce their will upon all other people. The tyrant or 
tyrants tend to function non-biblically by forbidding individuals, families and 
the Christian church to exercise their proper functions under God. Thus 
Christian worship was curtailed, subverted and hindered by the Nazis and 
is virtually outlawed by the Communists. Under Communism Bibles are 
almost impossible to obtain. Children may not be taught Christianity, and 
often are taken from their parents if this order is not obeyed. In Communist 
China women are forced to have abortions for their second child and are 
then forcibly sterilized (see Lesson 9). Under Communism the Church is 
forbidden to do welfare and poor relief work entirely. Christian schools, of 
course, are forbidden, as is publication and dissemination of Christian 
education materials and creative works. Christians are most definitely 
discriminated against in the work place and cannot obtain any justice in 
the courts. Under Soviet Communism Christians have been put in insane 
asylums for the faith, and millions have been tortured and killed. 
Nevertheless the faith has endured. 

(To sum up, God is the Supreme Ruler of all that exists by virtue of 
creation, All that exists, including the state, depends on Him, and He uses 
even the godless for His own purposes. All rebellion against Him is foolish 
and doomed to failure. Christians must submit to the governing authorities, 
but also obey God rather than men when government departs from God's 
law. Then they must witness to God's truth even under persecution, or they 
may flee elsewhere and preach the gospel there. Christians in government 
positions must serve God and men faithfully. The state exists so Christian 
People “may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 
This means Christians must be free to worship, study and teach Scripture, 
to have children, to do poor relief, to publish Christian education materials, 
literature, music and art. They must be free from discrimination in 
employment. Government must also punish wrongdoing such as murder, 
theft, fraud etc. Police, courts, armed forces and tax collecting are biblical. 
Anarchy and tyranny are the two forms of government failure to function 
biblically; the former is prevalent in Western society, the later under 
Communism.(’) 

Review Questions: 

1. Cite Scriptures showing God always is the Supreme Ruler of all things. 

2. Cite Scriptures showing Christian must obey the governing authorities; 
when they must disobey 

3. In what ways must Christians be free to “live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness’? 

4. In what ways must government be “God's agent of wrath”? 

5. What are the two major forms of government failure to function 
biblically? 


For Further Reading: 
Marvin Olasky, Prodigal Press: The Anti-Christian Bias of the American News 
Media. Westchester, IL: Crossway Books, 1988. 


Herbert Schlossberg, Idols for Destruction: Christian Faith and Its Confronta- 
tion with American Society. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1983. 
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John W. Whitehead, The Stealing of America. Westchester, IL: Crossway 
Books, Second Printing 1983. 


Michael Wurmbrand, Between Hammer and Sickle. Middlebury, IN: Living 
Sacrifice Books, P. O. Box 938, Middlebury, IN 46540. 

Richard Wurmbrand, Tortured for Christ. Middlebury, IN: Living Sacrifice 
Books, P. O. Box 938, Middlebury, IN 46540. 


Student Summary For Lesson 12 
Biblical Creation And Society 


Lesson 12 - The State 
Key Scriptures: 
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Rom.13:1-8 (cf.1 Pet.2:13-17); 1 Tim.2:1-2; Acts 5:29b; Ps.103:19 
God Is the Supreme Ruler 


. by virtue of creation - Gen.1:1; Acts 17:25; Col.1:16-17 


a. man’s fall only hurt man - Rom.8:19-23; Gal.6:7 

b. God in Christ redeemed man - 1 Cor.15:3-4; Phil.2:6-8; Heb.2:9- 
10,14,17; Gen.3:15, Heb.2:14; John 3:16 

God is Ruler forever - Ps.90:2; Rev.19:16; Prov.8:15-16, 21:1; Dan.4:25b; 

Mt.28:18-20 

a. also rules the rebellious - Rom.9:17; Ex.9:16; Dan.4:37 

b. may be patient - Rom.9:22; 2 Pet.3:9; Rev.6:9-11; but Kingdom 
remains His - Ps.103:19; John 19:11 


. Rebellion against God futile - Ps.2:1-2; 4-5a, 10-11 
. Christians and Rulers Of This World 
. Christians must submit - Jn.19:11; Rom.13:1, 6; and to pray -1 Tim.2:1-2; 


Mt.22:21 


. government to commend those doing right & punish others - Rom.13:3b, 


4 
a. purpose of government to safeguard godly living - 1 Tim.2:2b; 
Ps,.33:12; Prov.14:34 


. Christian action if government forsakes God's law 


a. witness - Mk.13:9; Acts 4:5-7, 19; 5:29; 7:51-53, 57b-60; Jn.18:36-37 
b. flee, preach gospel elsewhere - Mt.10:23; Acts 8:1, 4; 14:5-6; Mk.16:15; 
Mt.24:14; Mk.13:10 


. if in government, Christians must serve - Lk.12:42-48q; Eph.6:9;Col 4:1 


a. we ourselves accountable for governme.1t in America - Mt.25:19 
The Biblical Functions of the State 


. must ensure Christians may live peaceful, godly lives - 1 Tim.2:2;Gen.1:28, 


9:7 
a. freedom of worship, education, relief work, to publish 
b. no discrimination at work and in courts (Acts 16:37,22:25, 25:11) 


. must punish evildoers - Romans 13:4b 


a. death penalty biblical - Gen.9:5-6; Rom.13:4a; Acts 25:11 

b. tax collectors, soldiers OK - Acts 10:1-2, 47; Lk3:12-14; Rom.13:7; 
Mt.17:24-27 

Anarchy and Tyranny: Government Failure to Function Biblically 
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4. Anarchy means “no rule” - Jud.21:25 

a. government stops functioning altogether 

b. “Christian anarchy” unbiblical - Ps.103:19; Rom.13:2 

c. anarchy due fo men wanting to be their own gods & masters 
2. modern Western society far gone towards anarchy (see earlier lessons) 
3. modern totalitarian tyranny 

a. also due to men wanting to be their own masters 

b. but “leaders” want to rule all other people 

c. anti-Christian, especially Communism 
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LESSON 43 
Final Review And Conclusion 


Key Scriptures: 
Rev.4:11: “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and 
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are 
and were created,” 


Rev.22:12-14: “And, behold, | come quickly; and my reward is with 
me, fo give every man according as his work shall be. | am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have 

right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the 

city.” 

As a convenient summary of this course we will now make an overall 
comparison of the biblical world view with the world view of unbelievers, . 
and how each affects society. We will classify these two basic world views 
under the heading “Biblical Creation versus Confusion.” (")The non-biblical 
world view, or world views, are literally “confusion,” as ever since the fall 
when Adam and Eve chose to decide on their own, independently, 
whether God or Satan was right (Gen.3:5), they cut themselves off from 
God, the only source of true knowledge and wisdom (Jer. 8:9). Now man’s 
“knowledge” is a mixture or confusion of bits of truth and error. This 
confusion in its myriad forms is a way of death much though it may seem 
tight to man (Prov.16:25). Only repentance and total submission to God in 
Christ can rescue us from this confusion (John 14:6). Only such repentance 
and submission by God’s grace can restore us fo our originally created 
image and likeness to God (Gen.1:26, 28; 2 Cor.3:18; 1 John 3:2-3, etc). 
Those who persist in their would-be “independence” (not really possible as 
they still depend upon God for their very existence moment by moment!) 
are condemned to eternal death (John 3:18-20; Rom.1:18-20; Heb.9:27-28; 
Rev.22:12, etc). The saved will look to Christ as their All, do His 
commandments, and be restored to access to the tree of life from which 
fallen man had been banned (Gen.2:9; Gen.3:22-24). Those unrepentant 
to the end will be barred from it forever.(*) 

God, as we saw, is the personal Creator of all things out of nothing, and 
He created all things “for His pleasure” (Gen.1; John 1:1-12; Rev.4:11). He is 
transcendent (not on a continuum with His creation, above it) and 
sovereign (the absolute Ruler over all things and totally independent of 
them). Unbelievers do not believe in a God who is personal, transcendent 
and sovereign all at once, and for them God is NOT Creator out of nothing. 
The “Creator-creature distinction” means that God depends on no one 
and nothing, while His creatures totally depend on Him. 

Only biblical Christianity among all world religions believes in God as the 
Trinity of three Persons in one Godhead. (")The Trinity was briefly explained 
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in the church’s ancient creeds (Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed) as follows: 
The Father is “Almighty. Maker of heaven and earth” (that is, of all that is); 
Jesus Christ His only begotten Son, our Lord, Saviour and Redeemer; and 
God the Holy Spirit, “the Lord and Giver of Life,” our Comforter and 
Sanctifier."(*) Unbelievers have no real concept of God; he, or rather it, is a 
“spirit” or a “force.” Unbelief is generally divided into two branches, (1) 
atheism (no deity at all) and (2) pantheism/"New Ageism” (all is divine or 
god). Unitarianism and deism are variations of a philosophical abstraction 
of monotheism, denying the Trinity and/or God’s ever-present sustaining 
activity in the world. Judaism and Islam are unitarian, holding to salvation 
by man’s own works and not Christ. 

Biblical Christianity sees the origin of the world in God’s personal creation 
by the Word, Jesus Christ (Gen.1, John 1). Man alone among all creatures 
was created in God's own image and likeness; all kinds of creatures were 
created fixed, that is, with variation within a kind but no change from one 
created kind to another (Genesis 1). Unbelievers hold to evolution by 
chance (Darwinism; “punctuated equilibrium’), or else by “forces” or 
“spirits” (New Age; vitalism; occultism etc.). (*)Since there is no personal God 
in the biblical sense, it is not possible for man to have been created by a 
personal act or in the personal biblical God’s own image and likeness. 
Instead, man is but another “animal” and evolved from animals (usually 
seen as “lower’).(*) 

Biblical Christianity teaches that our first parents, Adam and Eve, fell by 
attempting to be as gods themselves and deciding independently what 
should count as right and wrong, good and evil (Gen.3:5). Their fall made 
man a sinner (rebel) before God. Man’s would-be independence from 
God the Creator and Sustainer is still his root sin, and it is the cause of all 
that goes wrong with society. (")Unbelievers do not believe in man’s fall nor 
in sin. On the contrary, man’s attempt to be god himself is pant of his 
up-ward development within some sort of evolution (atheist random 
evolution, theistic evolution, cosmic evolution, process theology, etc.).(") 

Biblical Christianity teaches God's providence from the beginning. As 
Acts 15:18 says: “Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of 
the world.” (Also see Ephesians 1 and our key Scripture, Rev. 22:13.) For 
unbelievers in the God of Scripture, of course, there is no providence in the 
Christian sense: for atheists no God exists, for pantheists everything is god 
and the divinity evolves in time along with the world. 

Christians believe the unique Christian Gospel (‘good news") that man 
may become regenerate in Christ, that is, die to his old fallen nature and 
be transformed into Christ's and God's likeness, partaking of His holy and 
perfect divine nature (2 Peter 1:2-4). Unbelievers are bound to an 
evolutionist determinism: for them man is the product of heredity plus 
environment, and cannot be delivered from them. (")Cosmic evolutionists, 
like Buddhists, Hindus, and New Age adherents, combine this determinism 
with belief in reincarnation, in which the soul: must work out its Karma 
(accumulated evil works) over eons of time, bound to the “wheel of fate.” 
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Nirvana—nothingness or oneness with Brahman, the pantheist All—alone 
offers deliverance. New Agers neglect the pessimistic aspects of relncarna- 
tion, in which even death—final dissolution of the soul—is only Postponed, 
not abolished.(") 

Christianity teaches that the world and man have a linear history, (")They 
were created at the beginning of time, also created (God does not dwell 
in time). Then came man’s fall, God's choice of the Jews as His own special 
people whom He taught His law (describing His holy and perfect character 
as much as possible), and from whom Jesus Christ the Redeemer would 
come in the flesh. Then came Christ and His crucifixion and resurrection; 
then the New Testament time in which the Gospel was preached fo alll 
nations. Finally there will be Christ's Second Coming, and the Judgment at 
the end of created time, dividing men as sheep from the goats, tegenerate 
from unrepentant lost. We look forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 
wherein dwells righteousness. (2 Peter 3:13).(") For unbelievers time, the here 
and now, has neither beginning nor end, because they do not believe in 
creation. They hold to cyclical history which essentially repeats itself over 
and over again and has no real meaning. ; 

Biblical Christianity teaches that man must live by absolute moral law 
reflecting God's own absolute righteousness. God the Creator made man 
In His own image and likeness, which means that man must live as God 
lives—in God's righteousness—or dle. Of thls the first example was God's 
command not fo eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, or 
man would surely die (Gen.2:16-17). When man attempts to build society 
by precepts he makes up himself apart from God, he can only fail 
miserably. Unbelievers can make up only a relative morality which evolves 
within history from allegedly primitive ape-like man to the present. Having 
no God of the Bible, they have no standard of absolute good and evil. 

Because biblical Christianity stands upon God and His absolute right- 
eousness, It alone offers lawful love of God and neighbor (Romans 13:8-10). 
Love Is the fulfilling of the law; regenerate Christians are enabled to thus 
love truly by God's grace through Christ and the Holy Spirit in their hearts 
(Eph. 2:10, 13-22; Phil.4:13; | Thess.4:1-7). Unbelievers pervert true love into 
self-love or lawless “love” in whose name anything is acceptable, including 
adultery and even murder (abortion defended by some because “I loved 
my baby too much to give it up for adoption, so | had it aborted’). 
Inseparable from the lawful love of God and neighbor is the sanctity of the 
human person because made in God's own image and likeness. Genesis 
9:6 teaches us that “whosoever sheds man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed: for in the Image of God made He man.” Satan works through 
totalitarian, cruel societies to torment, debase and kill men because they 
are “the next best thing” fo God Himself. Yet the blood of the innocent slain 
will cry to God, and He will avenge His saints (Gen.4:10; Matt.23:34-35; 
Rev.6:10). For unbelievers there is no sanctity of the human person, and 
that Is why unbelieving societies from pagan antiquity to the present 
Condone slavery, abortion, euthanasia, racism, etc, For Christians the Trinity 
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man relations, with its unity of the Godhead and 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Even so a truly 
Id have oneness of purpose and fellowship, yet not 
or distinctness of each individual person within It. The 
unbelievers have no model for human relations in the Godhead, but see 
human (‘interpersonal’) relations as evolving in history by trial and error. 

For biblical Christianity the state and its officebearers are servants of God 
to execute God's law (Romans 43:1-8). The state is not the highest 
authority—God Is. When the state allows or forbids anything contrary to 
God's law revealed in the Scriptures, then “we ought to obey God rather 
than men” (Acts 5:29; Acts 4:19-20). Unbellevers have no fixed concept of 
the state; they depart from the biblical concept info anarchy (lawlessness, 
Judges 21:25) or else tyranny and slavery. ("JA Christian society, of course, 
must make sure that the law it enforces Is really God's law and not the law 
of men falsely claiming God's inspiration.(") 

Biblical Christianity based upon biblical creation sees man‘s economic 
activity including property ownership as stewardship (management, vice- 
regency) under God pursuant to man‘s dominion mandate of Genesis 1:26, 
28. Correctly speaking man does not possess anything absolutely, not even 
his own body, for by right of creation and providence moment by moment 
everything belongs absolutely to God (Ps.24:1-2; Rom.12:1). There is no 
distinction between “sacred” and “secular” in our service to God—all we 
do about the goods entrusted to our care wherever we are and at all times 
should be done to our Creator's and Sustainer's glory (4 Cor.10:31; Col.3:23). 
This is what it means to live according to the Lord's Prayer: “Hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as It Is in heaven.” 
Again, unbelievers have no true concept of what property ownership 
means; they either defend it as an absolute human right, or abolish it so 
that goods and services in practice belong to the elite ruling society (as 
under communism or other ancient or modern “socialist” societies). 

Science and technology must also be conducted as stewardship under 
God in accordance with man’s dominion mandate given him by God at 
his creation (Gen.1:26, 28). Bible-believing Christians see science and 
technology as expressions of man’s God-given creativity and thus, as 
Johann Kepler is reported to have sald, as “thinking God's thoughts after 
Him.” Of course science and technology must be used to God's glory 
according to His moral law. Research done in an immoral manner must 
be rejected, even if “useful” (")(for Instance, the abominable research on 
twins conducted by Nazi Dr.Joseph Mengele in the Auschwitz concentration 
camp, or the research done on aborted babies for the purpose of 
harvesting their organs for transplants).(") Unbelievers, having rejected God, 
use science and technology falsely or else reject it, too, in the name of New 
Age/pantheistic rejection of man’s dominion over the rest of creation. Thus 
nature is either exploited ruthlessly, or else idolized. 

Our health is also stewardship over our own bodies under God. As 
Bible-believing Christians we must take with utter seriousness the admoni- 


is the model for hu 
separateness of the 
Christian society wou! 
lose the separateness 
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tion that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirlt, and that we are not 
our own, for we “are bought with a price” and must therefore “glorify God 
in our body and in our spirit, which are God's” (I Cor.6:19-20). But of course 
unbelievers also belong to God and are responsible to Him although they 
deny this. (")Ihe Christian believer must therefore specifically “eat and 
drink” whatever he does to God's glory, and abstain from any substance 
that is shown fo harm, his health. On the other hand, we must not be like 
unbelievers today, to whom their health has become an idol. As usual 
unbelievers alternate between health as an idol which Is veritably 
worshipped, and a contempt of health as their own business to do with as 
they choose.(") 

Finally, the created world is designed by the Creator for His purpose. As 
our key Scripture says, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor 
and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are 
and were created” (Rev.4:11). Even the rebellious and unbelievers, even 
Satan and his fallen angels are used by God for His purpose. As God said 
to Pharaoh who wanted to destroy God's people and exalt himself against 
God: “Even for this same purpose have | raised thee up, that | might show 
my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the 
earth” (Exodus 9:16; Romans 9:17). For God's own people, though they may 
not immediately understand their Father's and Lord's ultimate purpose, “all 
things work for good..according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). For 
unbelievers, the God-less, uncreated, everlasting material universe evolved 
In long periods of time. It has no purpose; or else it exists for the 
“self-actualization” of spirits or “forces.” 

When we list the principles outlined above in two side-by-side columns, 
under the headings “Biblical Creation” and “Confusion,” we see that the 
“Biblical Creation” side contains the basic teaching of biblical Christianity, 
()which has always been shared by all biblical churches and confessions. 
It ls “mere Christianity,” as the great Christian writer C. S. Lewis has called it, 
in which all true Christian believers are united,(") and it begins with the 
Bible's first words “In the beginning God created ... ” (Genesis 1:1). To the 
extent religious teaching adopts the “Confusion” concepts—or rather lack 
of concepts—it is not Christian, though it may claim to be so. “Confusion” 
teaching goes along with belief in an everlasting world with no beginning, 
with its main process evolution and its main principle monism (“all is one; 
there is nothing beyond this world’). 
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Student Summary For Lesson 13 
Biblical Creation vs. Confusion 


The initial concepts in each set constitute the basic teaching of biblical 
Christianity and have always been shared by all biblical churches and 
confessions. To the extent religious teaching adopts the latter concepts (or 
absence of concepts) in each set, it is not Christian. 


God: the personal Creator of all 
things out of nothing, transcendent 
and sovereign (Rev. 4:11) 


. Creator-creature distinction — 


God needs and depends on 
nothing, creation depends on God 
(Acts 17:25) 


. The Trinity of Father “Almighty, 


Maker of heaven and earth”; Jesus 
Christ “His only Son our Lord and 
Redeemer from sin, the Holy Spirit’ 
the “Lord and Giver of Life,” 
Comforter and Sanctifier (cf. 
Apostles’ Creed, Nicene C eed) 


. Man alone created in God's 


own image and likeness; fixed kinds 
in orderly universe (Genesis 1) 


. Man’‘s fall; man a sinner before 


God (Gen. 3) 


. God's providence from the 


beginning (Acts 15:18) 


. Man may become regenerate 


in Christ (2 Pet. 1:2-4) “from above” 
(John 3:3; 3:5; 3:7) 


. Judgment at end of created 


time/linear history (2 Pet. 3:13) 


. Absolute moral law reflecting 


God's own changeless, righteous 
character (2 Tim. 2:11-13; Heb. 
13:8) 
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1. 


8. 


9. 


No personal, transcendent, 
sovereign God. 


. No Creator-creature distinction 


— allis one (‘monism’). 


. No real concept of God — a 


“spirit” or “force,” pantheism/ 
“New Age” (the world is god); no 
god at all (atheism); unitarianism 
deism, Judaism, Islam - no 
Redeemer from sin; salvation by 
works 


. man evolved from animals; 


evolution by chance or by 
“forces” or “spirits” 


. No fall; no sin (theistic 


evolution; process theology) 


. NO providence 


. evolutionist determinism in 


monistic (“all is one”) world 


time is eternal because no 
creation/cyclical history 


relative, evolving morality; 
utilitarianism (‘good” is that 
which is “useful’) 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


18. 


19. 


lawful love of God and 
neighbor (Mt. 22:37-40; Rom. 
13:8-10) 


sanctity of human person 
because made in Goa’s image 
(Gen. 9:6) : 


Trinity Is model for society 
(Jn.16:13-15; 17:20-23; Mt. 
28:19-20) 


The state is God's servant to 
enable God's people to “live a 
peaceful life in godliness and 
holiness” (Romans 13:1-7; 1 Tim 
2:1-2) 


Property ownership as 
stewardship under God (Ps. 24:1; 


4 Cor. 10:31) 


. Science and all human 


creativity stewardship under 
God, dependent upon God (1 
Cor. 4:7) 


. Dominion over rest of world 


under God (Gen 1:28) 


. Family consists of husband, 


wife; their children as God’s 
basic social institution (Mt. 
19:4-6) 


Parents in authority over 
children (Ex.20:12) 


The world Is created and 
sustained by the Creator for His 


purpose (Rom. 8:28; Rom. 9:17; 
Rev. 4:11) 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


15. 


18. 


19. 
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lawless “love” or selfism 


no sanctity of human person; 
man only a highly evolved 
animal; slavery, abortion, 
euthanasia, racism 


no model for society, which 
evolves by trial and error 


no fixed concept of state; 


state will tend either towards 
anarchy or tyranny. 


. no concept of property 


ownership; either absolute 
individual ownership or 
communism 


science and human 
creativity used in supposed 
independence 


. world exploited, or 


idolized as in pantheism 


. “family” is what society 


makes it 


state in authority over 
children 


the world has no purpose; it 
exists for its “self-actualization 


” 
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